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by Bobby H. Johnson

Gathering historical news in East Texas can be an erratic experience. OUT Spring
1974 issue was full of newsworthy events, but the correspondence has been sparse for
this issue. We repeat OUf request for news bearing on the East Texas scene and history in
general. Please remember our deadlines: March 1 for the Spring issue, and October 1 for
the Fall issue.
Among the recent items to cross our desk are several dealing with the efforts of the
Texas State Library to establish regional depositories. Largely concerned with
preserving local records, this program is designed to collect and house the historical
treasures that might otherwise go unheeded. Non-current local records of cities,
counties, and other government agencies are being placed in depositories in colleges
throughout the state. Since East Texas contains several state colleges, our region is
blessed with several such depositories.
Last fall the TSL announced that a regional Library and Research Center is being
built at Liberty, thanks to the generosity of former Governor and Mrs. Price Daniel. The
Daniels gave 100 acres of land for this purpose. The library will be named after Sam
Houston, who was the great-great grandfather of Mrs. Daniel. The main building is to be
constructed with some $350,000 in private funds from foundations and interested
citizens. The Liberty Center has been designated as the official depository for Liberty,
Chambers, Jefferson, Hardin, Tyler, Polk, and San Jacinto counties. Other counties
may be added in the future, according to Dr. Dorman H. Winfrey, director of the TSL.
An example of the type of material gathered under this system is the recent
acquisition of Smith County records by the Regional Historical Resource Depository at
East Texas State University. Of particular interest to researches are civil minutes
dealing with bankruptcy proceedings of Jay Gould and the Great Northern Railroad.
Other records include depositions, annual reports, Tyler financial reports, jury lists,
voter lists, applications for law license, and witness books.

The American Association for State and Local History has presented five awards of
merit in the field of local history of Texas.
The awards, announced late last year, went to the Historic Waco Foundation, the
Rosenberg Library Association in Galveston, former Governor Price Daniel, Dr. Nancy
Barker of the University of Texas at Austin, and Dr. Felix Almarez of the University of
Texas at San Antonio.
The citation to the Waco group recognized "excellence in writing and publishing local
history and preserving historic structures." The Rosenberg library award honored that
group for making available an outstanding collection of Texas manuscript and printed
materials. Former Governor Daniel was cited for his role in preserving historical records
and writing Texas history. Dr. Barker was honored for her work, The French Legation in
Texas, while Dr. Almaraz for his book, Tragic Cavalier.
Texans should feel honored that the AASLH chose Austin for its 1974 meeting in lti;'
September.

Speaking of the American Association for State and Local History. we are impressed
by the variety of services performed by this organization. In addition to boosting local
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history in general. the AASLH also offers a variety of publications designed to aid the
historian on the local level. Among the recent offerings are The Care of Historical
Coliections:A Conservation Handhookfor the Nonspeciali~,t, Oral Historyfor the Local
Historical Society, The Management of Small History Museums, A Handbook on the
Care of Paintings, and A Manual on the Printing of Newsletters. A large series of
technical leaflets is also available. Interested persons should write the AASLH at 1315
Eighth Avenue South, Nashville, Tennessee, 37203.

Another service for historians is furnished by our own Institute of Texan Cultures at
San Antonio. Of particular interest are the slide shows and filmstrips dealing with various
Texas history topics. Selections include "Spanish Ranching in Texas," "What is a
Texan?", and "The Indian Texans." Taped narrations are also available. Orders should
be sent to: Institute of Texan Cultures, Box 1226, San Antonio, Texas, 78294.

Several interesting aids to the study of our area have come in the mails recently. Some
may be interested in Magazine qf Bibliographie~', published at 1209 Clover Lane in Fort
Worth. Those desiring information on Texas towns will be interested in Father F.
Stanley's new Texas Town Series. The Arthur H. Clark Company informs us that the first
three booklets are now ready for distribution. They are The Signal Hi/! Story, The Isom
Story, and The Plemum' Story. Other booklets will be issued regularly in the future. The
price is $1 a book, and they may be ordered from the Clark Company at 1264 South Central
Ave., Glendale, California, 91204.
Old Maps of the Southwest is offering a facsimile series of historically significant
early maps and charts_ Their first issue is the Walker Map of 1842, which portrdYs the
status of discovery and settlement of the southwestern quadrant of the United States as of
1842. Future issues will include several other maps of the area. Interested persons may
inquire by writing L. M. Buttery at Old Maps of the Southwest, 407 West First Street,
Lampasas, Texas 76550.

As usual, weare happy to report the activities ofcounw historical survey committees.
From the appearance of its buJletin, the Harrison County group is hard at work depicting
the history of that county. The inaugural issue of the Harrison County Historical Herald
(January, 1974) is a handsomely printed bulletin, complete with pictures and interesting
stories on the Marshall area. Our congratulations to this committee on its contributions to
local history. Jerry Arnold is the editor.

Dr. Joe B. Frantz, a well-known Texas historian, has agreed to write the volume on
Texas in the forthcoming Bicentennial book series, The Stales and the Nation.
His volume will be an interpretive essay, characterizing the people of Texas
historically. It will be part of a 51-volume series, covering every state plus the District of
Columbia.
..,
A graduate of the University of Texas, Dr. Frantz is director of the Texas State
Historical Association and professor of history at the University at Austin.

Interest in the Bicentennial is beginning to pick up around the East Texas region.
Several cities are already making plans for the celebration of our nation's two-hundredth
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birthday. In Nacogdoches, the city commission and Chamber of Commerce have
appointed a Bicentennial committee of 26 members. Jack Matthews and John Anderson
are serving as co·chairmen of this group, which has already proposed a beautification
program and bicycle path along the LaNana Creek.

Saratoga-not New York, but Texas-was the site of the 1974 Spring meeting of the
Association. In honor of the surroundings. the sessions were devoted to the Big Thicket
and forestry, and from all indications it was a successful venture. Approximately 100
persons attended, p~ing that not even an energy crisis can detain historians. President
Robert S. Maxwell, who also served as program chairman, is to be commended for his
efforts.
The first session, chaired by Dr. James L Nichols, featured two papers on forestry
topics. James E. Fickle of Memphis State University spoke on "Conservation and the
Southern Pine Association," while Robert D, Baker of the forestry school at Stephen F.
Austin State University spoke on "Tracing the Changing Countryside through Aerial
Photography. "
Maury Darst presided over the second session, which focused on the Big Thicket.
Pete GunterofNorth Texas State University offered some interesting insights in his paper
entitled "The Fight for the Big Thicket Reserve." A panel on .. Hog Hunting in the Big
Thicket" offered another view of Thicket life. Mrs. Maxine Johnston led the panel, which
included Bill Brett and Bowen Taylor.
Dr. Francis E. Abernathy of Stephen F, Austin State University concluded the
meeting with a luncheon address on "The Big Thicket: A Way ofUfe." Our appreciation
goes to the Big Thicket Museum for hosting this meeting.

The following books were received for noting:

The Golden Years; The First Hal/Century 0/ Stephen F. Austin State University. By
Bettye Herrington Craddock. Waco, (Privately printed), 1973. Illustrations. P. 102.
$7.95.

The fiftieth anniversary of Stephen F, Austin State University is celebrated by this
interesting volume. Originally a Master's thesis at the University, it is now reproduced in
book form for wider distribution. Ms, Craddock begins her narrative with the legislative
process which created the state normal system and eventually produced SFA. One
chapter concentrates on the early trials of President A. W. Birdwell to get the University
started, another on the struggle for survival featuring the presidency of Paul L Boynton,
and another entitled" Making of a University" deals with the coming of age of the
University in the administration of Ralph W. Steen. One interesting chapter, .,Setting the
Woods on Fire," deals with athletics at SF A. Most purchasers will be interested in the
sixty-five photographs which illustrate the growth of SFA from the "Shack" to a
multi-unit University.

Nacogdoches-Gateway to Texas, A Biographical Directory, 1773-1849. By Carolyn
Reeves Ericson. Foreword by Joe E. Ericson. Fort Worth, (Arrow-Curtis Printing 'W
Company), 1974. P. 248. Illustrations, maps, and index. $20.00.
The history of Nacogdoches can be viewed from at least one viewpoint as resembling
an hour glass. The more time that runs through it, the more it seems to focus on a smaller
area and a more concentrated if more modem perspective. Before the coming of many
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Anglos to Texas. Nacogdoches district covered just about everything east of Bexar; but
the arrival of those Anglos and other immigrants gradually whittled down the size of the
district as other communities were established and began to grow. While this was going on
a lot of people poured through the funnel of Nacogdoches; many left records of some sort
or another before going to other places. For the interested geneaologist, sociologist,
historian. or other variety of social scientist, much can be learned from the scant records
they left if they only know where and for whom to look. Carolyn Reeves Ericson's
Nacogdoches Gateway to Texas will help clear a little of the mystery from the task.
The book has many interesting features. Its bulk is a lengthy biographical directory of
5,000 settlers abstracted from the Spanish census records of 1792-1809, the Mexican
Census of 1828-1835, the Texas state census ofl847, tax lists of 1837, 1839, 1840, and 1845,
marriage records of 1835, Board of Land Commissioners minutes for 1838, citizenship
applications, the roster for Milam Lodge No, 2, A, F. and A. M., muster rolls for the army
present at San Jacinto, from the militia, and finally from the index to deeds for 1836-1849
from Nacogdoches County. Some entries are lengthy, indicating public involvement,
others sketchy for obvious reasons. The author has reproduced a number of interesting
documents in an Appendix, including a number of things that are often read about, if not
read themselves because they are not easily available. These include several early
declarations of independence and the entertaining and interesting Y'Barbo Criminal Code
for Nacogdoches, among others, Joe E, Ericson's Foreword lends a good historical
perspective to the immigration trends, and the map section illustrate the division/growth of
the various counties created from the Nacogdoches district.
Mrs. Ericson is presently at work on a subsequent volume which will commence with
1850 and carry the biographies further. Users ofthis present volume will hope that it is as
good as the one at hand.
A Narrative ofThe Life ofDavid Crockett ofthe State of Tennessee. By David Crockett.
A Facsimile Edition with Annotations and an Introduction by James A. Shackford
and Stanley J. Folmsbee. Knoxville (The University of Tennessee Press), 1973.
$7.95.
One of the most interesting books this writer has ever read is the autobiography of the
Tennessee marvel, David Crockett. Although his Texas period is brief it is probably the
most celebrated time in his life, There are town-s, streets, statues and who knows what all
dedicated to his memory about the state. Much of his fabled pre·Texas years-he was
already a legend when he arrived-are rooted in his Tennessee time, and the best place to
get this Crockett is first-hand, as he told it, hair and all, in his autobiography. The
University of Tennessee Press has now published a most useful edition ofthe latter. There
is a fine introduction which puts Crockett's writing into the perspective ofother historian's
work. A most useful feature is the placing of explanatory notes in the margins of the rather
generous sized pages next to a reproduction of the original text.
The Concise lllustrated History of the Civil War. By James I. Robertson. Art selected by
Frederic Ray. Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, (Stackpole Books), 1971. Illustrations,
index. P. 126. $4.95.
"One of every five participants in the Civil War died in service. " This sentence heads
the concluding section of this small volume, a section entitled' 'The Heritage of a Civil
War," which movingly attempts to explain how the nation's wounds have healed in the
past one hundred or so years since the end of the brother's war to make this country the
greatest on earth. The preceding chapters explain the destruction and trials that inflicted
those wounds. Robertson begins with a brief description of what divided the sections in
1860, and then concentrates exclusively on the military aspects of the war which resulted.
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His organization helps to sort out the various theaters, campaigns and actions. The first
year in which there is fighting, 1861, is treated in a single chapter, but subsequent chap ten.
divide the war into East and West fOT the remaining years, plus a unit on the war at sea.
Through it all there are hundreds of illustrations, both line drawings and photographs,
which illustrate the text.
The Confederate Soldier. By LeGrand J. Wilson. Edited by James W. Silver, Foreword
by BellI. Wiley. Memphis, Tennessee, (Memphis State University Press), 1973.
Tllustrations. P. 232. $7.00.

Some of the best literature on the American Civil Waris found in the diaries,journals,
and reminisences written by its participants. Such writings provide a richness of color,
drama, and hard fact, as well as a time-sense, that is unavailable elsewhere. This reissue of
Dr. LeGrand J. Wilson's memoirs of service with a Mississippi unit serving in both major
theaters ofthe war is agood example ofthe type. Wilson conceived the idea of this book in
1901 after attending a veteran's meeting. He wanted to write about the common soldier in
the war, about his life in camp, on the march, and in battle. Wilson's style is antiquated, but
his point comes,across. His description of the "battle ofleaving home"-the hardest of the
war-moves to his service with his regiment at Fort Donelson, his escape from capture
there, reassignment to the Virginia front. his visit to Pennsylvania during the Gettysburg
action, and the tinal months of the war, and through it all is extremely interesting. Among
the more memorable, and shocking, subjects with which he deals are the medical details of
treating wounds and the horrible deaths of soldiers. James Silver's editing is commendable
and restrained, and his notes are well done and informative, but unfortunately they are
placed at the end of the book. Unforgivably, there is no index, that necessary tool which
makes such works usable.

Ecology and Our Forests. By Laurence C. Walker. South Brunswick and New York, (A.
S. Barnes and Co.), 1972. Illustrations, glossary, index. P. 175. $7.95.
In the spotlight of environmental awareness, a number of books have appeared by
preservationists which attempt to draw public attention to private and corporate abuse of
the land and its resources, including forests. Now, Laurence C. Walker, Dean of the
School of Forestry at Stephen F. Austin State University, has written a multiple·use book
to gently plead the case for his profession in the management of the nation's forests.
Ostensibly a volume devoted to the ecology afforests, the forester and his work are never
far from the reader's attention. Walker points out that "ecology" and "economy" both
procede from the same word·base. and implies that the future will have to blend the two
again for the greatest good of all Americans. The book is organized around the trees
themselves-there are chapters on the natural growth of Douglas·fir, redwood,
bristlecone pines, giant sequoias, baldcypress, white pine, aspens, junipers. willows,
longleafpine!i and others-and they are the obvious heros of his story. The text is written
for a lay audience, and the necessary use of technical terminology is eased by a glossary.
Walker's claim (p. 29) that "Foresters simply endeavor to imitate nature" sums his
professional defense and his creed.

Outdoor Survival Skills. By Larry Dean Olsen. With technical assistance on plants from
Fred Bohman. Provo, Utah, (Brigham Young University Press), 1973. Illustrations, \it
index. P. 188.
This well illustrated book attempts to provide information for those who might find
themselves stranded in the wilderness. It is more than a manuel of survival, although its
general appearance might seem to indicate that. There are chapters which carefully
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instruct the uninitiated in the techniques of finding or erecting shelter, in how to find
materials and start a fire, how to locate usable sources of water, what plants can be used
and what should be avoided. and how to trap or obtain animals, all with the basic idea of

surviving. A section of color plates on plants is especially attractive as well as useful. A
sample from the Introduction indicates why it is more than a manuel; indeed it seems
almost a book of philosophy: "Survival studies have shown that those who adapt
successfully in a stress situation share some common attributes which set them apart from
those who doo't. A survivor possesses determination, a positive degree of stubborness,
well-defined values, self-direction, and a belief in the goodness of mankind.... Time is
life, and where existence is reduced to a hand-to-mouth level, comfort must take a second
seat. In survival terms we might say that comfort only geLs in the way. In a literal sense a
strong man may die of exposure if he neglects himself, but he may also die if he babies
himself." Even if you don't expect to be lost in the wilderness, much of this book makes
good reading.

Silver San Juan, The Rio Grande Southern Railroad. By Mallory Hope Ferrell. Boulder,
Colorado (Purett Publishing Company), 1973. Maps, illustrations. bibliography,
index. $19.95.
Some readers may question why a book on a Colorado railroad is being noLed in a
journal devoted to Texas history. The answer is simple enough: most Texans are
interested in all of western history, a lot of them like trains and will want to know about
such pUblications, some of them will remember that a good part of Colorado was claimed
by Texas until 1850, and as for the rest, if you have ever been in Colorado in the
summer-time you know that over half the people there are showing TEXAS license plates.
This is really a train-buffs book, anyway, and they know few geographical boundrys. Itis
the most liberally illustrated book on trains this writer has seen, and those who like
pictures of trains or of the beautiful Colorado scenery will enjoy the historic photographs
and artists' drawings-some in co1or-as well as the construction designs of engines,
boxcars, and cabooses. The Rio Grande Southern. like many other historic western
railroads, was a narrow gauge line, and as the fellow said, you can't hardly get that kind
any more.

